
Article Six (A two-act drama)

By Stephen Cvengros

SYNOPSIS

Is America ready for an atheist president?

In 2023,  a predictioner convinces an upstart political party the time is ripe to run such a 

landmark candidate -- and Senator Lucinda Swope is their woman. 

As chairperson of the Senate Robotics Humanity Rights Committee, she is America’s 

latest political star. Swope’s Daddy was a lifelong politician. She knows the game inside 

out and is astute to the “flaw” opponents see in her beliefs. Predictably, the fury of 

opposition and vitriol from religious groups dig deep for any skeleton in Swope’s closet. 

On the eve of a major presidential debate, her foes sweep in with pictures of her kissing a 

female robot. Not only challenging her fidelity but her important political position 

regarding the controversial and top-of-mind political debate over singularity (human-

robotic blending).

She dismisses these images as merely a moment of investigation tied to her committee 

work; however, like many salacious political accusations some germ of truth persists. 

Swope’s husband Josh discovers the family’s deeper secret as Election Day nears. A 

male robot killed in the Great Eastern War had long been rumored to be having an affair 

with the Senator. As the campaign winds to an end, Josh unravels the role this male robot 

played in the conception of their daughter January.

CHARACTERS

Dominic LaNessa, 63, Princeton-educated crusty campaign manager

Jane Kallen, 33, predictioner/political consultant

Ariel Chan, 27, up-and-coming campaign assistant 

Lucinda Swope, 39, U.S. Senator from Oregon, atheist

Josh Bowerman, 48, Lucinda’s husband

Allanah Seven, 35, Interweb journalist

Rev. Leonard Carswell, 55, Republican presidential candidate

Governor Justin Swit, 48, Democratic presidential candidate

TIME AND PLACE

America, 2023, after the Great Eastern War, the months leading up to the 2024 

presidential election.

SET

Sparse interiors (campaign offices, candidate’s home office, Senate hearing room).
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ACT ONE

SCENE ONE. NEW LIGHT PARTY HEADQUARTERS

MODERN TRANSPARENT WHITE BOARD, CHAIRS and TABLE define the office 

STAGE RIGHT. JANE KALLEN, a coolly demeanored predictioner, is being grilled by 

DOMINIC LANESSA, disheveled, swilling tea, and ARIEL CHAN, younger, more 

optimistic. All three hold some form of E-READER.

SCENE TWO (EMBEDDED IN PARALLEL), SENATE HEARINGS

A single spotlight STAGE LEFT in parallel time. SENATOR LUCINDA SWOPE, 

attractive, late 30s, leads a hearing, only her side of the conversation is heard. UNLIT as 

play begins.

DOMINIC

(To JANE.) We paid you for this?! (To Ariel.) Please tell me the e-payment hasn’t 

cleared. Or that we paid in kwacha or Monopoly money or some other meaningless piece 

of scrip. (He stares at an E-READER exasperated.) You’re a what, again? That was 

rhetorical. I know. A predictioner. Every election manager in every damn country swears 

by them. Results like this, first and last time I’ll be using one.

ARIEL

Dom. Dominic! Ms. Kallen came highly recommended. Her unique analysis is considered 

among the best worldwide. She took a wide spectrum of information and the direction we 

provided and ran it through her own secret sauce software to derive this outcome. 

DOMINIC

One of the best? Then get me the best because this outcome is un-goddamn-believable.

JANE

Mr. LaNessa, I have a full portfolio on the Senator if you’d like to review it.

DOMINIC

Now, that’s an effing insult. I’ve known who she is since she was in diapers. Since you 

were in diapers.

ARIEL

Our contract called for a concise 360-degree look at whichever candidate rose to the top.

DOMINIC

(To Ariel.) This is my point, Ariel. I could have personally written this full portfolio.
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ARIEL

Dom --

DOMINIC

I have known Senator Lucinda A. Swope practically since birth. Worked on every single 

one of her daddy’s congressional campaigns.

JANE

Yes, so footnoted and verified somewhere around page 25 of the report.

DOMINIC

First time I saw her, she was in feet pajamas, dragging a teddy bear across a roomful of fat 

old men. Just learning how to walk, staggered tipsy like the old man, ’cept she wasn’t up 

a fifth of Jimmy Beam. Tottered over to give her daddy a goodnight kiss. Then, shuffled 

off to bed. We barrelled through another all-nighter to keep his bombastic ass in office.

(SPOTLIGHT UP on SCENE TWO.)

- LUCINDA

(Strikes a GAVEL on the table top.) The 

Senatorial Committee meeting examining 

Robotics and Human Rights will come to 

order. For those of you who I haven’t met, 

I’m Senator Lucinda Swope of Oregon. 

Take your seats please.

JANE

My apologies then, you already knew everything about her. I’ll appropriately re-adjust 

my fees.

DOMINIC

Knew everything I need to if I wanted to get her elected president.

ARIEL

Maybe not every point of minutia. This is a very different level of election, Dom. I’ve 

totally examined Ms. Kallen’s report. I think there are some interesting insights in it.
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- LUCINDA

...welcome Dr. Wu, as COO and head of 

engineering at Soko Automation, how 

would you assess the emotional 

connection your robots have with people 

they attend to? ... I’m sorry Doctor, did 

you just refer to them as ‘re-animated 

partners’? Alright, re-animated partners.

DOMINIC

Lucinda’s been a public figure for the past 30-some years. A walking, talking politician 

while she was still in college. Ain’t nothing in there that hasn’t already been blogged, 

tweeted, faced, yammered or gossiped about halfway around the world and back. 

JANE

I’m particularly proud of its thoroughness, Mr. LaNessa. I trust you will share it broadly 

with New Light Party leaders. It covers everything. Her bank overdrafts. Grade school 

grades. Eleven years of credit card usage and cell records. Known computer passwords. 

Participation in chat rooms under pseudonyms. Dialogue captures. Sexual preferences. 

DOMINIC

Yeah, what-freaking-ever. It’s a naked world. We know everything about everyone. That 

isn’t what frightens me. It’s what everyone thinks about the every thing they now know.

ARIEL

Did you say ‘sexual preferences’? As in plural? She’s married.

DOMINIC

(To Ariel.) See, this is precisely what I’m talking about --

- LUCINDA

...I’m unclear why it is that you believe 

your products are getting closer to humans 

in their emotional connection. Because 

they can laugh? You said they can emote? 

Are these reactions programmed to events 

they encounter?

ARIEL

But it got your attention. So maybe a little more than you already knew about her.
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JANE

Sorry, what did you mean by “that isn’t what frightens me?” Exactly what frightens you?

ARIEL

It’s the known stuff that’ll kill you. It’s the stuff a politician boldly blabs about. 

DOMINIC

That unknown, secret crap? You can spin yourself out of in a 24-7 news cycle.

ARIEL

And if you can’t, you just create a distraction elsewhere and dismiss it as a lie. 

DOMINIC

Call in a favor. Get some bimbo to spill dirt or DNA on the latest media saint gone wild. 

One call. The gossiploggers get whiplash gawking at the cyber-car wreck. Distracts them 

just long enough to whiz by with your own mess while they’re looking the other way.

JANE

So when you say ‘call in a favor,’ you mean dirty tricks?

DOMINIC

We prefer ‘election strategizing.’ Campaign best practices. Candidate management. ‘Dirty 

tricks’ implies something’s gonna leave a bad taste in your mouth. This’ll be minty clean.

ARIEL

Yes, Ms. Kallen, we’ve been known to call in a ‘fixer’ to, well, how should I delicately 

put it? Straighten things out.

DOMINIC

You don’t really wanna know how we make the veggie-burger. You just wanna enjoy how 

good it makes your conscience feel. We’ve done a few deeds to scrub clean some of your 

favorite congressmen and women, who can look you squarely in the eye, shake your 

hand, kiss your baby, screw your husband and you’d still vote for them. Senator Swope? 

She’s squeaky clean except for that one big nasty stain she won’t let anyone wash away.

ARIEL

‘Stain’ is an intensely harsh word, Dom. I mean, come on, she isn’t faking it. It’s what 

she believes in. You aren’t just washing it away. It’s tattooed into her essence.
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- LUCINDA

...The sex industry captured how much in 

revenue last year from robots? Seven 

billion? And your revenue Dr. Wu? Nine 

hundred million? And how much of that 

was funneled from the United States? ... 

Would you please repeat that number Dr. 

Wu? I’ll bet this is a surprise to most of 

America. ...

DOMINIC

Because of that quirk she still supposedly can’t run for the office in three states. No 

matter what SCOTUS says, those states ain’t seeing it as some minor transgression.

JANE

You’re talking Article Six of the Constitution?

ARIEL

Dom, I don’t want you to just listen to Ms. Kallen’s report. I want you to absorb it.

JANE

What you call ‘the stain’ is very survivable.

ARIEL

She sharply dug into Article Six and we’ll be okay.

- LUCINDA

...Mr. Yarlish, when you talk about your 

marital relationship with “Marlene,” you 

spoke only about your love for her and 

your standing before God as man and wife. 

What state recognized this marriage 

between you and a robot? ... I’m sorry, I 

stand corrected, your wife, just as it says 

on the marriage license.

DOMINIC

I read the report. Read it three times. Some parts five, six times. Because I couldn’t really 

believe that there was a way to get over the Senator’s beliefs issue. America is very 

unforgiving. Closed minded about this type of behavior, at least from past reaction. 
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And setting Lucinda out there to be a presidential candidate is like starting a fire in a 

tinderbox. Just one single spark and the whole thing’s ablaze and burnt to ashes in a flash.

JANE

Mr. LaNessa, I’ve accounted for her beliefs in my calculations. You act as if one minor 

act, one bad word would burn down her whole campaign. As if her beliefs were sins. 

DOMINIC

Ms. Kallen. in politics, what’s not a sin is a sin, and what is a sin is barely a sin.

ARIEL

Too much sinning won’t do you in. It’s that single odd sin people can’t get over.

DOMINIC

It’s amazing what sticks in people’s heads. What people gossip about. That’s a true  

measuring stick of this country. I’ll give you an example. (Beat.) A hundred to one says, 

Senator Swope’s committed fellatio. That’s right, she’s stuck a penis in her mouth and 

since she was a hot college coed, at some point, probably not just one in her lifetime.

ARIEL

Dom!

DOMINIC

See. This is what I’m saying. The country can’t hear that or at least there’s a significant 

part too prudish to talk about what they’re doing to their own man or the next door 

neighbor. We’re talking words and ideas that still make America squeamish even if it’s a 

truism about most of the hetero women and gay men living in the good old U.S. of A.

- LUCINDA

... Again, Mr. Yarlish, you are under oath 

but really if you are uncomfortable with 

this questioning, I would be willing to take 

your deposition in writing. ... Thank you. 

Let’s continue then. ... So in addition to 

being your wife, Marlene is also a hooker. 

... Strike that. Sex Industry Worker, who 

earns north of 400,000 dollars a year. And 

she is your sole means of income?

JANE

Ms. Chan? Mr. LaNessa? This is all crazy talk.
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DOMINIC

By crazy talk, you mean --

JANE

She’s just an atheist.

DOMINIC

(To Ariel.) Did she ‘just’? (To Jane.) Did you say ‘just’?

ARIEL

In this country, that’s still a ‘sin.’

DOMINIC

Because you see, the Southeast will never buy it. Never in a thousand million years.

- LUCINDA

... Now, again, you live in Mobile, 

Alabama, Mr. Yarlish? And this type of 

thing is legal there? Ah, Marlene works in 

Biloxi, near the casinos, she has her own 

apartment and you just visit on weekends. 

JANE

You don’t really need the Southeast, if you do the math.

ARIEL

We know. It’s a popularity contest now. It’s why we have a shot. First election without 

the Electoral College. Every vote is equal. “Voters’ loudest voice ever,” they’re calling it.

DOMINIC

They still gotta vote for her. Got to mark the box next to her name.

ARIEL

Difference is they all must vote. The new law makes it mandatory to retain citizenship.

DOMINIC

Yeah, cute effing way to flush out who’s an illegal immigrant and who’s not. If you don’t 

vote, you get tagged as an illegal. Heavy-handed back room political B.S. Impressive.
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JANE
Fortunately, that change works to your benefit. More people reside in urban areas, the 

‘urbanists’ we call them. They lean toward her ideologies. The actual highest 

concentration of voters are in cities. The numbers favor her there.

ARIEL
In a three-way race, we got a better shot. We can take the cities and let the traditional 

parties fight for the suburbs and rurals.

DOMINIC
If you think you’ve got a theory, lay it out for us. And go slow, I’m not the sharpest 

knife. I was hired for my looks. Only got a Princeton education, not a Harvard doctorate 

like Ms. Chan over here. (He smirks.) Walk me through your new age math.
- LUCINDA

...As head of this committee, I want to 

thank each of the witnesses today. We will 

convene again tomorrow to consider 

legislation protecting the rights of humans, 

limiting the human qualities of robots and 

assuring that there is little confusion 

between organic people and the miraculous 

but inhuman developments that have come 

from robotics. The people have demanded 

it and we must act on their behalf.

JANE
If you choose Lucinda Swope as your candidate, you have an 87% probability of winning 

the presidency.

DOMINIC
Eighty-seven? Eighty-seven. How do you get a number like that? Not 85 or 90?

JANE
I’m not rounding here. It’s a precise formula. We factor in every shard of data and 

probability.

DOMINIC
You interviewed Vice President Schwartz, Secretary of State Mallal?

ARIEL
Yes, covered. She covered them. She interviewed all of the typical politico heads. Got 

those down. It’s the others. The others are the breakthrough.
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JANE
Reverend Carswell, head of the Republican Party. Ex-Governor Swit with the Democrats. 

Grassroots political drive leadership. Head writers of the three biggest comedy shows --

DOMINIC

See! Right there. That’s what makes me question this equation. Comedy writers?! 

JANE

Think of them as influencers. I sought the influentials to get real reads. They can swing 

the ‘early adopters,’ who can swing the core majority. Then, I weighted the integrity of 

everyone’s answers, whether I thought they were being truthful with me. I offered 

scenarios in subtle questioning to understand how they’d react. I doubled back with 

differently disguised questions basically asking the same question. The data is in the file.

ARIEL

Look, Dom. We don’t hire someone only to then question their methodology that we 

believed in before we got the results.

DOMINIC

You’re, of course, referring to the results that we now don’t believe in.

JANE

I was thorough. My computational algorithms have proven pristine in past scenarios.

DOMINIC goes to the white board and draws a rough 

U.S. map. He slashes through the Southeastern states.

DOMINIC

So you’re saying, Ms. Kallen, this is all out and we’re still good.

JANE

Yes. You can’t win anything there. Likely not even the cities.

ARIEL

We won’t ignore it. We’ll still have to be respectful and show up there because voters in 

other states will be watching the whole time. They need to see her tolerance for their 

disparate arguments. Swope’s base has to come from those pragmatists open to other 

ideas. She’s got to get ‘the discreet edges’ from the left and ‘the secret keepers’ from the 

right. They’ll vote for her in the quiet of their homes but never tout her on the street.
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DOMINIC
So the South is out. And we know Texas is far out.

ARIEL 
Louisiana and from there north is very possible. Even decades later, those Katrina kids 

have all grown up and seen what sheer willpower and hard work has done. They’ve 

appreciated anyone who will help them without differentiating between political parties.

JANE

Louisiana’s got the basics to be Swope country. Its perspective on “divine intervention” 

is dimmer than decades before Katrina or even BP’s oil catastrophe. They’re realists now. 

They know what humanity has done to aid them, not solely the clergy. They’re not a 

slam dunk. You’ll have to work for those votes but you can garner them.

ARIEL

Arkansas is solid iffy. But they have old school Clintonists -- kids who remember how it 

was when good people were more important than church people.

DOMINIC

You start waving some old-fashioned tithing in their Wal-mart faces and a Clinton acid 

flashback is gonna go viral. (Beat.) And we got a damn good shot in most of the Midwest.

JANE

Depends on a few factors. How the Robotics Humanity Rights Committee works out. Is 

it inviting full blown singularity? Will it preserve differences between people and robots? 

Are management roles only for humans? Most importantly, are there jobs in it for them?

ARIEL

And she’s on that. Swope’s leading the way. Resolving how singularity should play out.

JANE

That’s her tour de force. Loved her in the recent scientist examinations. Digging into the 

essence of intelligence, the composition of the soul. Great sound bites that will play well.

DOMINIC

You’d have to put a gun to the collective head of the left coast to get it to unfriend her. 

Relations with that constituency is more waterproof than a frog wearing Gor-Tex. On the 

flip side, everywhere from Texas north is out.

ARIEL 

Don’t discount the urbanists in Texas or really any part of the country.
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JANE

Ninety percent of America’s living in cities; majority of city dwellers are quietly living 

that lifestyle and don’t make the mandatory Sunday visit to any place of worship.

ARIEL

Sure, they have pockets of evangelism. But it’s been the average Americans, good-hearted 

people, who bailed them out of the financial downturn when some churches were caught 

taking their donations and over-lining their own pockets back in ’15.

JANE

Look, the numbers are with you. Events will naturally follow, some predictable, some 

spontaneous. That’s where the 87 percent comes from. Natural events like a catastrophic 

hurricane could change sentiment. People are random but only to a point. Bottom line is 

they’re all out for themselves. It’s a personal game. They want to do better economically 

whether it’s paying for kids’ college, owning their mortgage or taking an annual trip to 

Disney. Understanding their different strategies will help direct the outcome.

ARIEL

We just have to be a step ahead of them. Come on, Dom. You know this stuff. Who’s 

still trying to ‘Swift Boat’ after all these years. Which team is using foreign money to 

support their messages. How to deal with extreme ideologues.

DOMINIC

Depends on the message. We’ve seen them play rogue countries that hate each other 

against one another to grab millions of dollars and fill their coffers.

ARIEL

You know this game inside and out.

DOMINIC

(Contemplative.) Lucinda A. Swope.

JANE

She’s the only hope of winning from a third-party platform. And when a third-party 

fractures the Democrats and the Republicans, it greatly enhances her chances.

ARIEL

Think of that, Dom. We could glean the country’s tinderbox as you like to say. Decipher 

all of its volatile issues. Obliterate all of that nasty, insidious kindling used to create 

smoke and fire, blind everyone from real issues. Finally gut the politics of fear.
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DOMINIC
And what about Article Six? There’s still three states holding on to it. That B.S. faux law 

about a candidate for office must believe in God.

ARIEL
All three states are in the South. Remember, she doesn’t need the South.

DOMINIC
Yeah screw them, Article Six was clear about religious rights and SCOTUS agreed. Would 

have been cleaner from the beginning if Thomas Jefferson had grown a pair and pushed all 

the way for what he believed in instead of hiding behind deism. 

ARIEL
The Supremes overturned it all -- called it illegal.

DOMINIC
Doesn’t stop people from believing what they believe in or organizers starting name-

calling. Socialism. Communism. Damn, if Jefferson had just admitted he was an atheist. 

ARIEL
Too much pressure from Quakers and Methodists. Really not much different than current 

religious zealots defending their legal position. Even Muslims discovered eight years ago, 

that some religion, any religion, makes you not oddly stand out like an atheist.

DOMINIC
Yeah, but in Jefferson’s case, the ink was barely dry. He had a better opening to kill the 

bloom before everyone fell in love with the flower. (Beat.) No matter, they still want to 

believe in what they want to believe in and we’ll have to deal with that.

ARIEL
So that argument will rise up again. We will face it sporadically throughout the campaign.

JANE
Consider it honestly off the table. Those three states aren’t necessary. We’ve figured that 

into our calculations. And as you say, raising it will only add kindling to the freedom of 

rights arguments that agnostics and atheists debate over kitchen tables.

DOMINIC
(Comprehending.) Damn! Lucinda Swope. We’re going to run atheist Lucinda Swope.

ARIEL
Senator Lucinda Swope. The right optimist for the right time.
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DOMINIC
Amen. From your mouth to God’s ears.
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